
 

 
      

Volunteer Role Description  
Costume Group Garment Assistant  

Purpose of the Role To support and enhance our interpretation by 
adding to our costume resources through the 
creation of historical replica costume. 

Main Tasks To help us enhance our visitor services 
through the creation of new historical 
costumes such as shifts (under-dresses), 
dresses, medieval jerkins (jackets) and hose 
(trousers).  

Skills We are seeking volunteers with a strong level 
of sewing and pattern cutting skills. Volunteers 
will need to be confident using historical or 
home-made patterns to independently cut out 
and make larger items such as dresses and 
jackets.   

Areas of Interest This role is ideal if enjoy pattern cutting and 
sewing full garments, and want to help support 
the Trust’s educational aims by creating new 
costumes to enhance our interpretation.  

Person you can report to. The Head of Volunteering will be your main 
point of coordination with support from the 
voluntary group leader and the Site Managers 
at Barley Hall. 

Induction and Training All volunteers are asked to attend the 
‘Welcome Day’ for the intake period they join 
in. You will then undertake a three 
month/three visit induction period to learn your 
role by shadowing fellow volunteers.  

Hours Meetings are held every other month, usually 
on a Tuesday morning from 10 am – 12noon.  
We suggest a minimum involvement of six 
months and attendance at around four 
meetings a year to gain the most for your role.  
 
Meetings allow for planning, skills sharing, 
pattern cutting and access to our resources 
(e.g material, patterns, sewing machine). 
Follow-on volunteering then usually takes 
place from home where volunteers can 
complete the items. Where items have a 
deadline (for a project) we usually have about 
4-6 weeks to ask for these to be completed in 
but this is, of course, flexible.  

Uniform  You are not in a visitor facing role so this is not 
needed.  

Other Information Meetings take place in an upstairs room at 
Barley Hall accessed by a steep set of stairs. 
Please talk to us about any access concerns.  



 


